
	311 Main Street, P.O. Box 1990

Exeter, ON, Canada   N0M 1S7

Tel: 519-235-2000  Fax: 519-235-2061

TICO #2392471
	   [image: image1.jpg]ELLIJON

TRAVEL & TOURS LTD.
Est. 1980

member of CarlsonWagonlit e





	Suite #303 - 267 West Esplanade 

North Vancouver, BC, Canada  V7M 1A5

Tel: 604-983-2470   Fax: 604-983-2471

  BPCPA Registration #37951


	
	www.ettravel.com


	


AURORA HIGH SCHOOL
10 DAY PERFORMING TOUR TO ITALY AND AUSTRIA
APRIL 3 – 12, 2014
Revised Preliminary Itinerary – March 13, 2013
Note: It is the responsibility of all participants to be in possession of the correct documentation to travel out of the country.  Failure to do so will result in participants being denied entry/boarding and returned home at the expense of the individual. Canadian Citizens require a valid passport (the Canadian Government recommends that passports are valid at least 6 months beyond your return date).  Groups are advised to obtain notarized letters of consent for persons under 18 years of age. Non-Canadians must check entry and transit requirements.  Please notify the group leader at time of booking if you will be traveling with a passport from another country so we can check requirements and advise you accordingly.

Day 1 – Thursday, April 3 – IN FLIGHT -
D


-
2 – 47 passenger coaches will arrive at the school to load luggage and band equipment


-
board the coach and depart for Pearson International Airport 


-
check in for your trans-Atlantic flight to Rome (connections are possible) (groups are to check in at least 3 hours prior to departure)


-
dinner will be served in flight

Day 2 – Friday, April 4 – ROME
B/D


-
light breakfast will be served prior to landing


-
set your watches to local time before landing



-
arrival at Rome’s International Airport  - clear customs, collect your luggage


-
your English speaking tour manager will meet you at the airport



-
meet your 2 motor coaches and English speaking drivers who remain with you for the duration of the trip



-
transfer into the city 


-
meet your English speaking guide for a tour of St. Peter’s Basilica and the Vatican Museums – originally a group of Papal palaces, the Vatican Museums, including the Raphael Rooms and the Sistine Chapel, contain a truly awe-inspiring and diverse collection of art


-
meet your coaches and transfer to your accommodation


-
check in for a 2 night stay


-
group dinner at your accommodation



-
early to bed after a long day


Day 3 – Saturday, April 5 – ROME
B/D



-
continental breakfast at your accommodation



-
coaches arrive to load band equipment for transfer to the city centre (these coaches stay with you all day today)



-
meet your two English speaking guides at Colle Oppio – begin a guided coach and walking tour of Rome which will give you a glimpse of the stunning architecture and grandeur of scale of the “Eternal City”


-
your tour will include a visit to the Roman Forum, the centre of political, commercial and judicial life in ancient Rome, and the Colosseum which was commissioned by Emperor Vespacian in AD 72, it was used to stage wild animal fights and many deadly gladiatorial battles for the wealthy citizens of Rome


-
visit St Peter in Chains – the church itself dates back to the 5th Century and is worth a visit - the most important feature of St Peter in Chains is the statue of Moses by Michelangelo.  Moses is among Michelangelo’s most famous works and the visitor may see at close range the exquisite and mysterious masterpiece.


-
your tour will end at the Piazza Venezia with time to purchase lunch in small chaperoned groups 


-
meet your coaches at Colle Oppio for the transfer to your performance location


-
approximate arrival time at Basilica del S. Cuore di Gesu where you will set up and prepare for your performance



-
performance by the Aurora High School Band


-
following the performance you will return instruments to the coach and transfer back to Piazza Venezia


-
short time to explore in your chaperoned groups:



The Trevi Fountain – This imaginative, theatrical, baroque fountain, completed in the 18th Century is one of the most romantic sites in Rome.  Legend has it that tossing a coin in the fountain assures a return to Rome. Free
The Pantheon – Truly an amazing structure.  This well-preserved temple to the gods dates back to the second Century CE and must be seen to be believed.  The structure boasts six metre thick walls of concrete and features an opening nine metres in diameter in the roof.  Buried inside are united Italy’s first king Victor Emmanuel II and famous renaissance artist Raphael. Free
Piazza Navona – This famous baroque square was once the site of Domitian’s stadium.  The outline of the chariot course may still be seen in the oval shape of the Piazza.  The Piazza includes many outdoor cafes and a famous fountain designed by Bernini along with the church of Sant Agnese with a façade by famous baroque architect Borromini. Free


-
meet at the fountain of the four rivers in the centre of Piazza Navona and walk as a group to dinner


-
group dinner at Il Fico


-
after dinner you will make your way to Via Zanardelli to meet your coaches



-
board the coaches and return to your accommodation


-
arrive and settle into your rooms for the night

Day 4 – Sunday, April 6 – to MESTRE via FLORENCE
B/D


-
continental breakfast at your accommodation followed by check-out



-
coaches arrive to load luggage and band equipment



-
board your coaches for a transfer north to Florence, a strikingly beautiful city set amid hills covered in olive groves, vineyards and cypresses



-
a rest stop will be made enroute to purchase a snack



-
upon arrival in Florence meet your two English speaking guides at Lungarno Della Zecca for a walking tour – highlights include such famous sights as the Duomo and Baptistry, the Galleria degli Uffize, the Ponte Vecchio and the Basilica of Santa Croce



-
at the conclusion of your tour there is time to purchase lunch and do some sightseeing and shopping in your chaperoned groups - perhaps in the San Lorenzo Market


-
meet your coaches where you were dropped off and depart for Mestre


-
arrive at your accommodation in Mestre and check in for a 2 night stay 



-
be sure you take everything with you off the coach as these coaches and drivers leave you here


-
late group dinner at your accommodation
Day 5 – Monday, April 7 – MESTRE 
B/D


-
buffet breakfast at your accommodation



-
one-way transfer to Venice, one of the world’s most unique cities, built on water and made up of 117  islands, 150 canals and 400 bridges


-
arrive at Tronchetto Parking Lot where the coaches will drop you off 

-
upon arrival at Tronchetto walk to the nearby People Mover Station, collect your tickets from the on duty staff and board Venice’s brand new monorail system for a 3 minute ride to Piazzale Roma, this service operates every 10 minutes


-
arrive in Piazzale Roma and proceed on foot over the pedestrian foot bridges to St. Mark’s Square


-
arrive in St. Mark’s Square, you will have time to take pictures and shopping in the area before meeting your guide




-
meet your two English speaking guides for a walking tour through tiny lanes, over curved bridges and into the spacious Piazza de San Marco featuring the beautiful Basilica San Marco and the Doges Palace with its appealing facades of pink and white marble



-
after your tour there will be time to explore Piazza de San Marco on your own in small, chaperoned groups and purchase lunch at a location of your choice (cover charges apply to the restaurants in Saint Marks Square)


-
grade 11 students will get together to visit a local glass blowers shop



-
meet as a group outside the entrance to the Doges Palace - The unique façade of the Palazzo Ducale is perhaps surpassed only by the incredible interior.  The imposing architecture and décor must be seen to be believed.


-
enjoy a guided tour of the Palace - The Palazzo Ducale served as the residence of the Doge [Duke], the seat of government and a prison.  Visitors today cannot escape being awed by its imposing architecture and décor including the works of such great artists as Tintoretto, Veronese and Titian.  The sheer scale of the Sala del Maggior Consiglio must be seen to be believed.  A walk over the Bridge of Sighs into the prisons, that once held the famous and the infamous, provides a stark contrast to the sumptuous interior of the rest of the palace.


-
grade 12 students will get together to visit a local glass blowers shop



-
meet the group in front of the basilica and walk to the Rialto Bridge to explore and shop in that area – this is the oldest bridge that spans the Grand Canal



-
meet and continue on to dinner



-
group dinner at da Bruno


-
after dinner walk back to Piazza de San Marco to return by private boat transfer to Tronchetto



-
coaches will be waiting to transfer you to your hotel 


-
arrive at the hotel and retire to your rooms

Day 6 – Tuesday, April 8 – to SALZBURG Austria
B/D


-
buffet breakfast at your accommodation followed by check-out



-
load luggage and band equipment onto the coaches



-
board your coaches and travel north to Salzburg, Austria, the musical, Baroque city of Mozart



-
mid-day stop in Villach, nestled in the centre of the Carinthian Lake District in the southern Austrian Alps - purchase lunch and spend time discovering the amenities of this scenic alpine region before continuing to Salzburg



-
board the coaches and continue the drive to Salzburg - this afternoon relax and enjoy the dramatic mountain panoramas as you continue north through the Alps


-
arrive at your accommodation  to check in for a 2-night stay


-
dinner at the hotel



-
board the coaches and depart for central Salzburg – Bus Terminal South Nonntal



-
meet your three English speaking guides for a walking tour to include sights such as regal Mirabell Gardens, the Abbey of St. Peter with its romantic cemetery and the medieval lane of Getreidegasse where Mozart was born


-
at the conclusion of the tour transfer back to your hotel



-
arrive at the hotel and settle into your rooms for the night

Day 7 – Wednesday, April 9 – SALZBURG
B/L/D


-
buffet breakfast at your accommodation



-
load instruments then board the coaches and transfer to a nearby village


-
arrive with time to prepare for your performance


-
performance by the Aurora High School 


-
performance ends and you pack up / spend some time with the local students



-
board the coaches and depart for Bad Durrnberg – you will be given your packed lunches to eat on the way


-
estimated arrival time at the Hallein Salt Mine to prepare for your tour (you are to split into two groups here)



-
group 1 – begin your guided tour of the fascinating world of salt


-
group 2 – begin your guided tour of the fascinating world of salt 


-
you will be taken deep into the mountain’s interior by mine train - your journey then continues via downhill slides, past a salt grotto and across an underground salt lake before being whisked by tram back to the outside world


-
once you finish at the salt mine you will walk with your chaperones to the Celtic Village on the Dürrnberg with time for a self guided visit


-
board the coaches and transfer to Salzburg (your coaches will return to the hotel and the drivers are off duty for the remainder of the day)


-
arrive and walk as a group to the “Ticket Office” where you will get your tickets

· take the rail car to the Fortress Hohensalzburg where you will have time to take pictures before dinner


-
enjoy a 4 Course Candle Lit Dinner in the Fortress Restaurant



-
the concert begins in the Furstenzimmer (Golden Hall)


-
the concert ends and you will make your way to the funicular



-
take the rail car back down to street level (last car is at 10:00pm)



-
walk to the Mozartsteg where your 2 local coaches are waiting 


-
board the coaches and transfer to the hotel



-
arrive at the hotel and retire to your rooms

Day 8 – Thursday, April 10 – to VIENNA
B/D



-
buffet breakfast at your accommodation, followed by check-out



-
load luggage and band equipment onto the coaches



-
board the coaches and transfer into Salzburg with free time for shopping and exploring in your chaperoned groups



-
board the coaches and travel to the Imperial City of Vienna, showplace of the Hapsburg Dynasty


-
a stop will be made to purchase lunch before arriving into the city



-
meet three English speaking guides at Schwedenplatz for a coach and walking tour of Vienna –  highlights of the tour may include such sights as the unique and eye-catching area of Hundertwasser Haus, the Belvedere Palace, the Hofburg and an inside look at St. Stephen’s Cathedral where Mozart married Constanze Weber in 1782


-
group dinner at Rosenberger’s Market 


-
following dinner you will walk to where the coaches are waiting



-
transfer to your accommodation and check in for a 2-night stay


-
a meeting room is requested for you to socialize in – bring cards and small board games

Day 9 – Friday, April 11  - VIENNA
B/L/D



-
extended continental breakfast at the hotel 


-
load band equipment on the coaches



-
transfer to Schonbrunn Palace, the former residence of the Imperial family

· make your way from the parking lot to the palace entrance



-
enjoy a self-guided audio tour of the Palace where you will see the Blue Staircase, the large Rosa Room, the Great Gallery, the Blue Chinese Salon and the Coach Museum (split into three groups for the visit)



-
meet the coach to pick up band equipment and set up for your performance (weather permitting)



-
outdoor performance by the Aurora High School Band in the palace courtyard 



-
performance ends - pack up and return instruments to the coaches 



-
board the coaches and transfer to the city centre with time to explore and purchase lunch in your chaperoned groups


-
arrive at the House of Music in the heart of Vienna



-
enjoy a self guided tour – feel, see and listen to music in this unique museum



-
board the coaches for transfer to your accommodation to freshen up for dinner and organize your packing



-
board the coaches for transfer to dinner in Grinzing


-
reflect upon favourite memories of your trip at a traditional Viennese dinner


-
board coaches and return to your hotel



-
finish packing if necessary and off to bed as you have an early morning

Day 10 – Saturday April 12 – HOME
B



-
early morning wake up call



-
luggage is to be in the lobby to load the coaches (a packed breakfast is provided)



-
transfer to Vienna’s international airport


-
on arrival check in for your flights to Toronto (connections possible) (groups must check in at least 2 hours prior to a inter-Europe flight)


-
inflight meals are served at the discretion of the airline



-
set your watches to local time before landing



-
arrive at Pearson International Airport collect your baggage and clear customs



-
parents are to pick you up at the airport or arrange a ride with another friend


-
Welcome Home!

B - Breakfast / L - Lunch / D - Dinner - denote meals included in tour cost
*Itinerary is tentative and subject to final confirmation*

Ellison Travel & Tours is giving away four $500 SCHOLARSHIPS. Are you a secondary school student who has travelled on an Ellison Travel & Tours school trip and are graduating from secondary school in the current year?  See our website http://ettravel.com/scholarships-sponsorships for more details.
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